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BRETHREN! 


EING honour'd with a Truſt of ſuch high 
Importance, as that of being appointed to 
preſide over the Tranſaction of this Day; I think 
myſelf in ſome meaſure bound, beforel cloſe the 
Buſineſs of it, to enlarge upon the moſt material 
Principles of our Haternity, —as it may appear to 
me conſiſtent with the nature of my Office, and 1 
the ſolemn Cauſe of our Meeting. | { | 
{ 


Being perſuaded I am ſpeaking to Men already 
acquainted with the Origin, Nature, and End of 
our Inſtitution, as well as the excellent Rules 
handed down to us, by thoſe Ornaments of the 
Craft, Who in all ages of the Word have diſtin- 
guiſh'd themſelves by their Zeal for the Royal 
Art ;---Rules, which preſerve an univerfal Know- 
ledge of, and Regard for, the faithful Brother 

| 0 


FREE” MASONRY. 


1 


of what Nation or Language he may be, or what 


Mode of Religion he may profeſs; provided he 
conſtantly maintains that true Catholic Doctrine, 
of doing Juſtice, loving Mercy, and walking hum- 
bly with his God: :---Rulcs, which regulate our 


Conduct by ſuch principles, as render FRE E - 


MASONRY Honourable, and ourſelves uſe- 
ful Members of Society;—and without the Obfer+ 
vance of ſome ſuch like Ordinances as theſe, no 


Man can diſcharge the Duty he owes to God, 


his Neighbour, and himſelf; for in theſe Rules 
conſiſt the material Points of the Moral Law.--- 
Being perſuaded (I fay) that you are in ſome 
Meaſure acquainted with theſe Things, —it wou'd 


be Preſumption in me to go about to inform you; 
' —I vou'd only remind you of. what relates more 


particularly to the Buſineſs before us: And in. 
doing this, I preſume it will be no way diſagreeable 


if I touch, briefly on the ſeveral Heads before 


mentioned. And 
1 Firſt, of the Origin of ien lnſtitution of 


12.35 


And herein, 'both Hiſtory we, Tradition have 
hx'd many Periods of Tims, as well as many 


| Fouls of it's Inſtitution. 


Some will hare Maſonry to cab from Adam 
and his Sons —— That Seth was an Architect ap- 


peafs from the Pillars of Brick and Stone he erect- 


ed, whereon to carve his A/tonomical Obſervations; _ 
whereby Times and Seaſons, by the Revolu- 


tions of the Heayenly — might be accounted 


for. 


. 5 1 


for. And 1 theſs bull he of Force more dun 6 
qual to the impending Storm, which he, doubtleſs 
foreſaw wou' d ſoon lay waſte the World, * *. 
008 of them that dwelt therein. 


Much 3 is ſaid of Tuba . Cain, the firſt Arcane ., 


in Brass and Iron: But on him we cannot found 
the Origin of the Craft with more Propriety than 
it is fix d on many others of equal Fame for their 
rern men. d 


| Os Wah, ws hs great Fabric * the Ark, 
built by God's appointment, to preſerve the few 
faithful of all the Antediluvians, is by many reſted 
the Riſe of the Fraternity----Others, with more 
Propriety, begin where the ſtupendous Work of 
Babel was terminated by a Confufion of Langues; 
which render'd; Signs decals neceſſary to ſup- 
ply the Place of Words, when no Man cou'd un- 
derſtand the Language of his former Friend.—— 
Some particular $1gns, amongſt the many then in 
Uſe, might be, and undoubtedly were, eltabliſh'd; 
whereby they might be known to each other, 
| ſhou'd they meet again, in any Part of the World, 

20% had before been in Shinar : Theſe being 
handed down to their Children, —the moſt wiſe 
and prudent of them wou'd, of Courſe, take 
Care to preſerve them; well knowing the univer- 
fal Advantages: which wou'd neceflarily -accrue 
from, a 1 of Amity, ene «_ Bra- 
n . | 20 | 


Aud to conſirm this Opinion, we need only res 


mark how the Babyloniſh Empire (founded in the 
: Plains 


0 


L 


Plains of Shinar, Where Babel flood, by Nimrod 
the Grandſon of Noah ) fouriſod for many Ages; 
and how the Monarchs of the Medes and Per an: 
gave the World Laws: In fine, how all the Eaſt- 
ern. Emperors arriv'd to, and ſupported their ex- 
'tenſive Power over the many Kingdoms and Pro- 
vinces in their reſpective Dominions,—were it not 
by a Cement far more binding than the modern 
Treaties of European Princes;—a Cement it muſt 
be, which, ug the fundamental Laws of our Fra- 
2 muſt remove that aſpiring, ambitigus Pride 


which divides Empires” and Kingdoms, 
as well as A Families and Friends. 1 


But in all ages of the World, mie s | 
of unruly Members in every State; grafping at 
Power to which their Virtues or Abilities were by 

no means equal, and which too often overthrew 

the Conftitution they attempted to defend. Their 
own Weakneſs became the more expos'd, in pro- 
hone as their Station in Life render'd them more 
conſpicuous; and their Power oP INTE | 
in Ignominy and Diſgrace. glg 


b Obſervation affords A acai Ln to 
Members of private Societies, as well as Kingdoms 
i} and States; and is particularly applicable to the 
ll Buſineſs of this Day; For as much as Tu, who 
1 are but now forming yourſelves into a Body, ſhou'd 
| each of you cultivate an humble Diffidence of his 
. own Abilities in his own Breaſt:—It will render 
18 you happy as private Members of thic, or any o- 
1 ther — And ſhou'd the favourable Opinion 
of your Brethren raiſe you above your Fellows in 


"Ft - 6 2 
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Trl. 


Olice, this will FRET you to Gabe ; wich 7 | 
Modefty and n l N Man... * ; 
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But e this Digrion—lr is: now A 
ally: agreed amongſt Maſons, that at What- 
ever Period of Time this Society was firſt inſtitut⸗ 
ed the Means of diſtinguiſhing each other, ang 
the peculiar Laws and Ordinances. of the Cat 
now in Being, were eſtabliſhed at. the Building of | 
that inſpired Work; the W our Grand 
Maſher PIO ae \d = | * 


9 


q . 
The aan was carried thence into * = | 
Egypt by thoſe Brian Workmen, whom Ham 
: has King had ſent to-afliſt the Son of David, in 
raiſing that ſtupendous Pile:—Whence it wg 
tranſplanted into Europe by that great Maſon and |} 
Philoſopher Pythagoras; and after having been 
bonqur'd with the Fatronage of the greateſt in 4 
Power, and the moſt, celebrated in. Literature, in 3 
almoſt all Nations in the World, for 43 Ages, 
e are happy, this day, in profeſſing ourſelpves f 
Members of it, in Ae ee l 2 
0 deſervedly makes in . ern 


To preferye its — is the Buſes of 3p 5 _ 
Members; and to do this, it ſhou'd be our Study = 


L 
to act conſiſtent with the Nature and End of 1 8 93 ö 
which is the next Thing Lond: UT, 2 4 = 
Free Mg Wich Ref] elk to Reli gion, is is Þ | 
1 founded on thoſe Principles as from indubitable | A 
1 and we e find ſubſiſted Re © the Ignorance - 8 

T5 | B | OT « ; 


af and their own unprejudiced Reaſon. ——For - 


051 


| | & hes 8b Men introduc! Doctrines into the 
World, repugnant to the revealed Laws of 


Maſon. is.oblig*d.by the fundamental — * of 
Dis Profeſſion ah to bene ve in One Eternal and 
Adorable God; the Maker of all Things, and 
flu dge of all Men; —and to Square his Conduct by 
| 1528 1 Precepts deliver d to us, by bis fer- 
rats the ets and Fathers, for our Inſtrue- 
ion and Comfort.—And fo faithfully is he bound, 
by his Tenurè, to obſerve this Ru? of Conduct, that 
4 good Craftſman cannot treat in the Paths of 
bertiniſm or. Atheiſm, nor be ſtain'd with the 
gr Bigotiſm of blind Superſtition + But may em- 
race what particular Mode of Worſhip he ſhall 
in his own Conſcience moſt approve, provided it 
be no way repugnant to that reverential and ſpi- 
ritual Service his Creator requires. —In Honour 
and Honeſty he is to deal by the World, ever 
obſerving that golden Rule of doing to og as . 


wor d they 2 do unto Bum. 


: — And inſtead 0's ent ring into idle and wagt, 
ry Diſputes, concerning the different Opinions 

vl Perſuaſions of Men, the Members of our 
Fraternity have ever agreed in all Ages thereof, — 
That good and worthy Men, of every Perſiakon, 
might be admitted into our Myſtery.— This has 
been a Means to reconcile Differences amongft 
Perſons, who, without this Aſſiſtance, might have 


ny their, whole Lives | in a State of We 


Nori this Aﬀſodation in the leaſt dangerous to 


Ae hee Conſtitution In the Lodge no 
10 | Prophaneis 
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dd is admitted. no Blaſphemy, Lewdneſy. | 
or Swearing heard, —no evil Plotting- entertain” ds {1 
no Controverſy about Religion or Politics ſuf 
fer d. And tho” ſome are of Paul, and others of - 
Apollo yet, in theſe Principles of our Profeſſion, 
we all agree, that every Man ſhou'd labour juſtly; 
nor eat any Man's Bread for nought; but, to the 
utmoſt of our Capacity, to love and ſerve each 
.; other,.. as Brethren of the ſame Houſho/d,.. and 
 Fellow-beirs of the ſame Hope ;—wilely reflecting 
that it wou'd be as abſurd to quarrel with another 
becauſe he will not believe as he does, as it wou'd - 
be in him to be angry with another becauſe he i is 
not of rhe ſame cee and Stature.— N. 
"XL 
Henee i it is, that, ſetting aſide every Prejudjce 
of Opinions, —we are taught, —nay conſtrain d to 
Succour the Unforrunate in their Diſtreſs; to 
divide our Bread with the induſtrious Toor and 
to put the miſguided Traveller into his Way: 
In ſhort; to diſcharge all the relative and ſocial 
Duties, as "alifearions inſeparable from a good 
Maſon, and ſuitable to the Nature and End of the 
Inſtitution, which wo W Ne will : 


not fail 'to ſupport.” | WM 


4 ry 
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\ The Maſons have ever 923 Faith * the Go 
vernment, under which they liv'd, a ruling Princi- 
ple; and on all Occaſions have behav'd with'a'Loy- 
alty which has procur'd them Protection. And 
tho? its firſt Inſtitution was (undoubtedly) confin'd 
to Operative Maſons, or Maſters of Work; —yet, 
its Advantages being ſoon found, was propagated 
amongſt all e and Eſtates of Men, even 

| | 1 8 in 
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tn its ear! as A. no greater Proof of its 
. Vrility an Baellency can be propos'd, than its 


Extenſiveneſs, both with reſpe& to the Time of 


its having ſubſiſted, and the number of its Mem- 


bers of All Nations and Langu guages; and thoſe the 


moſt eminent for their Virtue and Learning, re- 
eg 45 Times i in which they Id. * 


14 


Hadi it hs been an tial Jallituticn ed 


it muſt have been long ſince - aboli{h'd, thro? the 
Revolutions of States, or the Caprice of Mankind, 
—who. are too fond of Novelty to adhere Jong, 
even to the be/? Meaſures, thro” a vain Opinion of 
their own — 


7 ane FP 1 a_new HEL W 
13 for Variety ſoon engages many 


8 ſelytes, however abſurd in itſelf the Doctrine $44 


be. Seneca juſtly obſerves, that it-fares with us 
in human Life, as with a routed Army: One 
ſtumbles, firſt, and others fall upon him, till La 
TOM: Field n one Heap of Canide 


* 1 g 


"Bui this Fraternity, bleſled be God! An an 
Exception: For ber having ſubſiſted from Time 
Iumemurial, and ſtood the bitterell Shocks it cu - 


fuſtain from undeſerved Foes,—it is {till preſervd 


the ſame nurſery of moral and ſocial Virtues; and 
from whence ariſe BrRoTHERLY Lob, RELIEF, 
and FipeLITY unfeigned. nga Hi a0. 


— 
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: Fg prſerres its wen een 0 comet Her 
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moity". on its > pipes Baſs Love-ant Obi; 2 7 
ſhall be my next Buſineſs to remind you of the 
moſt material Rules laid down for our Conduct, 


both within and out of the e: And this in a 


more particular manner direct to Te, 
hom we are met this Day to conſtitute into 2 
1 WIS 6 x ai | — 


The Word er, the whats; or- 
ganizd Body of „in like Manner as 
de Word Church is wore. "Fs of all Members 
thereof, as well as the Place f Worſhip.———Bur 


here I wou'd confine the Senfe of the Word +6 


the particular Places conſtituted for our aſſembling 
together, after the manner of the Cy in all 
Ages: To preſerve Order and Harmony hereiti 
and to inftru& the Members in the Myſteries of 
the Art, is the Buſineſs of the Maſter and preſid. 
ing Officers. On your Conduct chiefly keen 
the welfare of the Lake. — And as your Body is 
now in its Infancy, it requires the. greater Cate 3 
eſtabliſh, its Repamnon, in the Place TREE "+: 
— | 


J 
” \ 
* * | vo 1 95 
* * 


"RM A Agen attendance oh the Bukneſs''6f "the 
Fraternity will be highly conducive to its Proſper 
ity; as, on the _—_ an Abſence in the Offi. 
cers of the Lodge will A yorally beget' 2 N 0 
lect in the. Me | 

A 2028081 f 
3 ü 3 2 ba oy to the elt. 
bliſh'd Regulations publiſh'd by Authority; until 


you can adapt private Laws that may be Tuitable 


of EI of your- Lodge. 
| always / 


7 


n 

alvays preſerving, with Care, d the e e 
Lax DNARE s. [6h ul wen ic 
To the Grand Lodge be RT's to pay * ac 
cuſtom'd Acknowledgments;—and - recount your 
moſt material Tranſactions as often as En ant 


Opporani offers. 15 8 


Exerciſe the Power. 2 DOE's you are now in- 
veſted, at all Times, with Gentleneſs; and reprove 
@ Tranſgreſſor with brotherly kindneſs, and in Lave : 
This will give your Admonition its due Force, and 
h ul you ts even. by thoſe you chaſtiſe. 


lo every private Member pa pay a due Reſpect to 
he Maſter and Officers; and ſhou'd any Inadver- 
tency appear in them, let it be conſtrued with Bro | 
- therly. Candour; always remembring . that DDr 
3 are frail. S1ch. fayourable Allowances 
will cement your Society n che Toer of IIl- 

ere de troy ded war TR 


r 


gulated by the Sguare with all Men keeping 
yvourſelves (if le) upon a Level with the 
Good and Virtuous and whilſt you walk upright» 
_ by, by the Plumb, with every Perſon, —you will 
be inevitably reſpected by even the Enemies of 
our Craft, and remove the Prejudices and falſe c Con- 


n of n ow. 


Having thus reminded. you 4 — Duty of 
1 it remains that I ſhou'd urge your Cars 
in. the e of them; — this being of ſuch 

Importance 


© 


* 13 Py -"n 
OR to he Prdipericy'of your Za that © 


u cannot be too cautions hertin. Tie Gage 
of each particular Office you have already heard | 
from the reſpective Grand officers, whole: Aſſiſt- 
ance Tam honour'd with in'this Solemnity; which | 
leaves it only for me to obſerve, that no Malt 
ought to be put in Nomination, but fuch a8, [by 
his known Ahle and Merit,” is deem d capable c 
diſcharging well his important Truſt. Hefe 
have long Experience and Knowledge in the My- 
ſteries of the Cyaſt,.— and be well gr in the - 
public and private Rules and Orders of it ——Hts 
_ Morality and Honeſty ſhou'd be unqueſfiofiable*--- | _ 
In his Nature, humane—an his Converſation mo⸗ 
deſt; of ſound Jridgment; unbyaſs'd by*Palion 
or Intefeſt;—in Friendſhip, Ancere, and in Setrery, 5 
Faithful Such à One * will do "Honour to 
the Lage; —and to ſuch ſhou'd the Members be 
obedient in their demeanor, and Support in the 
due Diſcharge of his Office;=and on the other 
hand, ever reject the Over-bearing, - Contentious, 
Impatient; Preſumptuous and Conterted” Pratilers 
the Bane of all civil Society, 5 Fe 
5 rol ad 


And pes ſer me DES to > yon Regürd a 
Comets of material Import and which Has: ever 
been too little attended to, umtil fatal *Experignce 
has render d the Error known. The Circumſtince 
I am ſpeaking of is the advancing Men into Of- 

fice whoſe ſlender Knowledge in Maſonry renders 
them unable to diſcharge their Truſt, with Credit 
to themſelves or their Lodge, notwithſtanding 
their Intentions may have been, very good, and 
their e in Life * the Diguity of 

| their 


e 14 
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non 


0 br ih NZ Ii. nyo 013. x 
ahve 2s eflenrial.to 


3 your 
ede of of che whole F Fraternity. i is; concern A; 


| ud that is; The Inſtitution. of Members, ©, 


© Regard the Moral of the Candid more chan 
* bis ere tho” .the; Jatty ſhon'd. be. ſuch as 
a e race you to. 


d be 2 4 
© UNeXCePti = and. the 

| 1 of ſuch a Lond n ae 805 
me alen. XX gt of Enzo wal oi; 

SH it ©.J TO als 8 ov! 

Tis necdlcſs to enforße zhis, Ny "chlarving how 

| many. have been initiated into our Myſtery, who 
had eee yorgrmprehend them. 


Others, by falling itito Scenes of nee 
and, Debauchery, have neglected, their Occupa- 
| tions, and injur d, if not pe} their Families. 
Ibis reflects, an Odium and Diſgrace upon the 
Whole Body of Free-Majons, amongſt thoſe who 

neither know nor conſider, that our Conſtitutions 

and Principles are en se to * 


Fate Proceedings, | 5 OL SIGH 


In wh laſt Place, "be careful that. no * Drotthders 


to l G d any ſuch attempt it) ever gain 
Admiſſion 


11241 


* 
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Admiſſion into your Lodge ; and be cautious af the 
leaſt Word, which may concern the Myſtery, be- 
fore Strangers. Enter not into Quarrels and 
Diſputes with thoſe, who thro' Ignorance or Pre- 
judice may ſpeak evil of, or ridicule it. Be al- 
ways benevolent according to your Ability: When 
a worthy Brother is oppreſs d with Sickneſs or Po- 
verty, liſten with attention to his Affliction, let 
Pity flow from your Breaſt, and relieve, without 
Prejudice, as you find you have Power. * 


In a Word, Cultivate that Love and Union - 
mongſt yourſelves, which will break forth and 
ſhine in all the ſocial Offices of true Friend/hip and 
Brotherly kindneſs ; for Love is the fulfilling 2 
« -And may the God of Love and 5: 
Truth enlighten you in the true Knowledge of the 
facred Myſteries, and guide you continually in the 
due Obſervance of his moſt holy Laws;---that thro” 
his Grace ye may obtain an Eternal Reſidence in 
the Lop E above, and glorify the Great I AM., 


in the Perfection of Holineſs. 
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